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Classical Rosinate Varnish 
 

Description 
 

Traditional oil-based varnish specifically formulated for bowed string instruments (violin, viola, 

cello, and double bass), crafted through an extended cooking process of natural resins and 

high-quality drying oils. This artisanal method produces a high-quality coating that provides a 

naturally warm color, excellent transparency, optical depth, and brilliance, while preserving the 

aesthetics and tradition of classical lutherie. It also delivers optimal results when combined 

with pigments and/or patinas. 

In addition, the product offers long-lasting protection against environmental factors, while 

maintaining the instrument’s vibrational capacity. 

 

Composition 
 
It is formulated with natural resins and a blend of high-quality linseed oils, offering an optimal 
balance of hardness and flexibility necessary to protect the instrument. 
 
As a thinner, it uses a mineral solvent free of aromatic compounds and with a high boiling 
point, resulting in a non-flammable, low-odor product. 
 
It contains no synthetic oils or resins and includes drying additives. 
 

Properties 
 

High-viscosity transparent liquid 

Excellent transparency and optical clarity 

Naturally warm coloration (clear caramel color) 

Good gloss and polishability 

Elasticity tuned to follow the wood’s natural vibration 

Strong adhesion on properly prepared surfaces 

Durable, long-lasting film formation 

Compatible with traditional varnishing systems 

 
Dry extract: approx. 70% 

Flash point: > 61ºC 

Smooth leveling 

UV light drying: 12–24 hours 

Low-odor product  
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Application 
 

Before starting to varnish, it is necessary to have a clean, dust-free space. 

 

This varnish can be applied by hand (with gloves) or with a brush. The best results are obtained 

with a multi-layer system, where very thin layers are applied, and each layer is ensured to dry 

thoroughly.  

It can be combined with oil pigment pastes in intermediate layers, introducing colour between 

layers. 

 

Applying between 5 and 8 thin layers is sufficient when applied by hand. If a brush is used, the 

number of layers will depend on the thickness of the applied coating. Avoid excessive 

application to prevent drying defects. 

 

The varnish can be diluted with OW Thinner by 5-10% to facilitate its application. It can also be 

diluted with white spirit or turpentine if desired. 

 

During the varnishing process, sanding between layers is recommended—light or more 

intensive depending on the quality of the dried film. 

 

Drying 
 

Once the varnish has been applied, it should be exposed to natural UV light or UV lamps, as this 

allows for control of the light intensity and drying times. 

 

Typically, thin-layer applications by hand require 8-10 hours under UV light to ensure complete 

drying. 12-24 h when applied by brush.  

Allow between 12-24 hours before applying the next layer. 

 

Complete drying of each layer is essential to ensure the quality and durability of the final 

coating and to avoid future surface defects. 

 

Storage 
 

Keep the container tightly closed and store it in a cool, dark place; avoid exposing it to direct 
sunlight. Avoid heat sources, radiation, static electricity, and contact with food. Under these 
conditions, the varnish is stable for over two years. 
 
Once opened, the product remaining inside the container may form a surface skin. This skin 
should be carefully removed before reusing the product. Do not mix with liquid varnish. If 
necessary, filter the varnish. 
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Security   
 
 

The product is not classified as dangerous for the environment. Keep the product away 
from drain surfaces and groundwater. 
Protective gloves against minor risks and panoramic goggles against splashes and 
projections. 

 

Packaging 

 
Glass bottles 30, 60, and 125 ml.  
Metal cans of 500 and 1,000 ml.  
 
 

 
At Old Wood, we minimize the use of plastic containers and bags. We use recycled and 
recyclable materials for packaging our shipments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All information related herein is provided to the best of our knowledge and understanding and should not be considered 

a guarantee. The recipient must conduct tests to determine the suitability of the information provided.  
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