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Fondo Aureo 
Margiacchi & Varazzani Traditional ground 

Description 

Fondo Aureo is a traditional ground, developed in collaboration with Master Luthiers Margiacci 
& Varazzani. 

It is made from carefully selected natural resins subjected to a prolonged cooking and 
maturation process lasting several weeks. It is specifically designed for the construction and 
restoration of classical bowed string instruments such as violins, violas, cellos, and double 
basses. 

Fondo Aureo penetrates the surface structure of the wood, consolidating the fibers and 
preparing the substrate for subsequent sealing and varnishing stages while preserving the 
acoustic and aesthetic characteristics of the instrument. 

It is highly transparent and enhances the beauty of the wood grain, creating a deeply warm 
appearance. 

Formulated from high-quality natural raw materials, it provides instruments with a traditional 
ground color that is stable, durable, and long-lasting. 

Composition 

Natural rosin subjected to prolonged cooking. 
Selected natural resins. 

Contains no synthetic resins. 

Aromatic-free solvent with low odor and non-flammable characteristics. 

Properties 

Medium-viscosity liquid. 
Solid content: approximately 50–60%. 
Flash point: > 61°C. 
Excellent penetration into the wood pores. 
Promotes consolidation of surface fibers. 
Contributes to uniform absorption of subsequent coats. 
Compatible with traditional varnishing systems. 
Maintains the transparency and natural appearance of the wood. 
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Application 
 
Before application, ensure that the surface is clean and free from dust. 

 

Apply after the initial coloring stage of the wood fibers using Italian Golden Ground A+B or 

similar products. 

 

Before applying the product, it is recommended to partially seal the end grain with a solution 

of mastic in a solvent (such as turpentine) to prevent excessive absorption of the product and 

unwanted darkening in these areas. 

 

Apply an even coat using a brush. 

Allow the product to penetrate the wood pores. 

Immediately after application, wipe the entire surface with a cloth lightly dampened with 

alcohol to remove any excess product from the surface. 

Allow it to dry completely before proceeding with the next steps. 

 

Once dry, complete the sealing process by applying a mineral ground such as Imprimitura 

Minerale for oil varnishing, followed by light sanding before applying the first coat of varnish. 

 

Fondo Aureo is supplied ready to use and does not require prior dilution. 

 

If mixed with any solvent, compatibility should be verified beforehand. 

 

Drying 
 

Touch dry: several hours, depending on ambient temperature and humidity. 

Recommended drying time before proceeding: 12–24 hours. 

For optimum results, allow the product to dry until the following day. Drying can be 

accelerated by exposure to UV light 

 

Complete drying of each coat is essential to ensure the quality and durability of the final finish 

and to prevent possible surface defects. 

 

Storage 
 

Keep the container tightly closed and store in a cool place away from direct light. Avoid 
exposure to heat sources, radiation, static electricity, and contact with food products. 
 
Under these conditions, the product remains stable for more than two years. 
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Safety       
 
Avoid contact with eyes. In case of contact, rinse immediately with plenty of water. Do not 

ingest. Keep out of reach of children. 

 

Based on currently available information, the product is not considered hazardous to the 

environment. Its components are readily biodegradable. 

 

The use of protective gloves against minor risks and safety glasses against splashes is 

recommended. 

 

Use in adequately ventilated areas. 

 

 

Packaging 

 
Glass bottles of 30 ml, 60 ml, and 125 ml. 
Other sizes available upon request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All information related herein is provided to the best of our knowledge and understanding and should not be considered 
a guarantee. The recipient must conduct tests to determine the suitability of the information provided.    
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